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SWAN VALLEY 
Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [9.44 pm]: I rise tonight because I wish to talk about the Swan 
Valley in my electorate of East Metropolitan Region. For those who may not have been there for a while or, even 
worse, have not been there at all, it is a really fantastic rural area within the metropolitan area. It is a significant 
agricultural, agritourism and heritage area that stretches right along the floodplain of the Swan River from 
Guildford through to the Upper Swan Bridge. It has quite a significant history, with agricultural and viticultural 
activities beginning around 180 years ago and expanding rapidly during the gold rush era in particular. It has 
long been recognised for its significance and attempts have been made to keep it rural, despite its proximity to 
the city, through multiple planning scenarios, culminating with the Swan Valley Planning Act 1996. That 
legislation has since been reviewed and amended, but the main gist of it is still effectively intact. 

The Swan Valley is held very dear by the people who live in and around it. There is nothing else like it in or 
around Perth; it is really unique. Viticulture is at the heart and soul of the valley; that is what it is primarily 
known for and the main reason that it is an attractive place in which to set up other ventures. In fact, it has often 
been pointed out to me that many businesses in the valley that have no vines at all often prominently feature 
vines within their promotional material. Some quite extraordinary businesses currently exist in the valley; there 
are straight agricultural businesses, such as grape growing, fruit and vegies. There has also been an expansion of 
wineries, both with and without associated cellars and restaurants. There are fortified wine specialists, 
distilleries, an ever-increasing number of freestanding cafes and restaurants, breweries, arts and crafts businesses 
and equestrian businesses and activities. Other tourism ventures are also taking off, such as boutique 
accommodation. 

Not only is the Swan Valley characterised by viticulture, it is also characterised by small family businesses. A lot 
of this activity has come from the winemakers, who have been attracted by the protection afforded by the Swan 
Valley Planning Act to start up fairly ambitious boutique businesses for third and fourth-generation viticulturists, 
as well as a lot of quite unique artists, working in a variety of media. These people care passionately about the 
valley and what will happen in its future. This is reflected in the submissions they have made to the Swan Valley 
review process. This review process commenced in 2010, prompted by the Swan Valley Planning Committee 
and done in conjunction with the Department of Planning and the City of Swan. There was a lot of confusion 
about this when it first started because people were concerned that it was another review of the Swan Valley 
Planning Act. We know that it was not; it was actually a review of the Swan Valley itself. The review was also 
undertaken in recognition that the future of the valley as a functional rural area, so close to Perth, is under 
increasing pressure. Some of the concerns include the volume and types of development that have been approved 
and will be approved; the area under productive vines; the amount of water available in the valley, specifically 
for agricultural pursuits—this is an issue that comes up time and again; succession planning; the economic 
viability of agricultural businesses on small lots so close to the city; and the coordination of the regulatory bodies 
involved in the process. 

The people who live in and love the valley are well aware—very well aware—of these issues. Indeed, if one 
were to read any of the submissions that have been made by any of the business associations or by individuals to 
this process, to Directions 2031 and the associated outer Perth and Peel sub-regional strategy, or, indeed, even 
bothered to talk to any of these groups, as I have done, it would become clear that these issues are well known 
and well understood, and that a number of solutions have already been proposed.  

The groups in the valley, principally the Swan Valley and Regional Wine Makers Association, the Grape 
Growers Association of WA, the Swan Valley Residents and Ratepayers Association and the Swan Valley 
Progress Association, and significant individuals such as Tony Battistessa, have a huge amount in common for 
their vision of the future of the valley. They want to keep it rural, protect the viticulture industries, promote 
agritourism and, ultimately, achieve economic success for the valley. The stress that the current system and 
framework is putting on the achievement of those goals is stark and obvious. I have met with these groups and 
all of them have very much the same concerns. The people in the valley have not just been talking about what is 
not working but have been consistently proposing ways to fix these issues. This is really where the 2010 Swan 
Valley discussion paper has let down the Swan Valley community. The feedback from the discussion paper has 
not been positive because it simply asks people to work together to provide a vision for the Swan Valley in the 
future. We already have that. We know what people want for the future of the valley. What people wanted from 
the review was an articulation of the combined visions of all the parties. The people who were involved were 
expecting a report that would do exactly that. Instead, it seems that they have been left feeling as though they 
have not been listened to at all, despite the fact that so many of them are saying the same thing and have been 
saying it over and again. Once again we have a very expensive finalised report that does not tell anybody 
anything that they did not already know. That is the case with every issue of concern that has been identified. 
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The stakeholders have proposed solutions of all kinds. Some proposed solutions are congruous, although 
admittedly some are not. The community’s expectation was that this report would assess the feasibility of the 
proposed solutions to determine those for which everyone was effectively singing from the same song sheet and 
those for which a judgement call ultimately needs to be made. The community believed that the report would 
look at what was required to implement those solutions and whether they are likely to achieve the goals and are 
economically viable for a successful rural and viticultural region. Instead, the community was essentially asked 
to present all these solutions and all that information again. 

In short, the paper was intended to provide the direction of the future of the Swan Valley—that is how it was 
described in the “Swan Valley Land Use and Management Discussion Paper”—but instead we have a paper that 
clearly outlines what the community already knows it wants to achieve and the obstacles the community already 
knows are in our path. The report identifies the mechanisms that the community already knows need to be fixed, 
changed or invented, but it does not provide any information about what these new mechanisms might be, which 
is incredibly disappointing. The people in the Swan Valley not only expected more from this review, but also 
deserved more, especially after the length of time this report has taken. 

The Swan Valley is a unique place that is under predictable pressures from the growth of Perth. The Swan 
Valley brings in nearly $200 million a year and provides nearly 2 000 jobs, which is quite remarkable 
considering it is effectively doing it on its own and has been left to its own devices. The valley attracts 600 000 
visitors a year. I believe that there are still incredible possibilities for economic growth for the valley without 
losing the qualities that so many of us love it for. I must confess that I am not sure where a fun park fits into that 
picture. I refer to the reports today of the proposal to build a fun park near Whiteman Park. In any event, the 
pressure on the valley is real and acute and we need to get these mechanisms in place sooner rather than later. As 
a member for East Metropolitan Region, I am frustrated that people do not realise what a jewel they have on 
their doorstep. We need to do what we can to protect it and promote it now.  

House adjourned at 9.54 pm 

__________ 
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